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Jejungwon Established

Mission Statement

Many challenges must be overcome to achieve the sustainable future for

humanity. The Institute for Global Engagement and Empowerment is committed 

to contributing to the sustainable development in all corners of the globe by

 engaging collaboratively with the field, communities and diverse expertise,

promoting education for sustainable future and providing solutions and actions

 for sustainable development through academic research and reflection. 
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From Jejungwon came Yonhee College and Severance Medical University; and in 1957 the two merged to become Yonsei 

University. Committed to its core principles of Truth and Freedom, Yonsei is continuously rising to become a world-class 

university that contributes to the development of the Korean society, and advancing the standards of university education 

and research. Yonsei University Health System, as a leading medical institution in Korea, has also been constant in providing 

healthcare for the Korean people, and by achieving the harmonious development of education, research, and medical care, 

is striving unceasingly to fulfill its mission: “   With the love of God, free humankind from disease and suffering.” 

The history of Yonsei is a history that has been deeply engaged in the needs of our society. Now through the Institute for 

Global Engagement and Empowerment, Yonsei will do all it can for the sustainable development of the world. Then the 

values of Yonsei, to serve and enrich communities,       

        will be transferred to others, and new histories 

              like Yonsei will be made.



Introduction

Honorary Chair 

Ban, Ki-moon 

Despite awesome advances made in the past century, humankind confronts  

critical social, economic and environmental issues that require urgent attention. 

Our response to these challenges will determine whether we march forward to a 

sustainable future, or fall into a quandary that may threaten our very survival. We 

are standing on the crossroad representing both a crisis and an opportunity. As 

the 8th Secretary-General of the United Nations, until 2015, I led the international 

community to engage in the joint development goals - the Millennium Develop-

ment Goals (MDGs). As a follow-up mission, the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) agenda was adopted on September 25th, 2015. To accomplish the commit-

ment by 2030, it is crucial to harness the expertise and engagement of universities. 

The Institute for Global Engagement and Empowerment (IGEE), where I serve as 

the honorary chair, will link the professional expertise of the university with the 

needs identified on the ground. By forging this intersection, individuals, communi-

ties, states and the international society will come together, through academic and 

practical collaboration, to build a sustainable future for humankind. 

The economic and social development that Korea achieved in the past 50 years 

has no precedents. We began from rubble and built what Korea is today. The 

knowledge and experience of Korea to establish the universal healthcare cover-

age can be an excellent example of SDG achievement in the healthcare and 

well-being agenda and can offer valuable assets to be studied and shared by the 

global community. Likewise, the experience of Korea to end extreme poverty can 

be a model for many developing countries. Therefore, we will ensure that our 

unparalleled experience to become an ODA donor country from an ODA recipient 

country translates into practical solutions on the ground and must be shared with 

the world. The contribution of Korea as a member of the Development Assistance 

Committee to the global community must be commensurate with its international 

standing. It is my pledge to you that the Institute of Global Engagement and 

Empowerment (IGEE) will try to make meaningful progress toward achieving the 

sustainable developmental goals.  

President

Kim, Yong-Hak

Humankind is facing new challenges never experienced before. These challenges 

no longer respond to traditional solutions; they demand new, innovative and 

blended responses. In its effort to serve humanity and its communities, Yonsei 

University has strived to seek the highest knowledge and to produce talented next 

generation through quality education and rigorous research. As an extension of 

that commitment, the Institute for Global Engagement and Empowerment (IGEE) 

is established through the collaboration of numerous organizations at Yonsei 

University. The Institute will contribute to the Korean society and the international 

community by encouraging creative collaboration of intelligent, human and mate-

rial resources. The collaborative engagement of the IGEE will offer a new dimen-

sion of social service to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 

Korea and overseas. I hope that the IGEE will be an iconic institute to inspire the 

founding spirit of Yonsei - Creativity, Christianity, and Connectivity. Please join us 

in Yonsei   s journey to lead the world to the sustainable future.

Foundation Background 

 

Roles  

Organization Chair of Yonsei Social Engagement 
Committee & Honorary Chair 

Humanity has reached an era in which its decisions and actions threaten the 

stability of the entire earth. Development that meets our own needs must not 

compromise the ability of future generations to respond to their needs. Sustain-

able development is, therefore, a common agenda for humanity. The UN s Millen-

nium Development Goals (MDGs) and the following 17 Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) are the global community s response to these challenges. To 

achieve the target goals by the year 2030, expert involvement in every field is 

crucial. For this reason, universities, equipped with the expertise and human 

resource, are especially asked to participate more actively. The identity as an 

Engaged University -a university that pursues social engagement- coincides with 

the core values that Yonsei University has strived for since its foundation. To 

participate in the global efforts toward the SDGs, Yonsei University founded the 

Institute for Global Engagement and Empowerment (IGEE) to carry out its mission 

as a university that aims to resolve social issues and contribute to sustainable 

development. 

Institute for Action 

Institute for Collaborative Education 

Institute for Evaluation and Research 

Communication Network for SDG-Related Information and Ideas 

Ban Ki-moon Center for 

Sustainable Development

Center for 

Social Engagement

Yonsei Institute for 

Global Health

Medical Mission Center
    

Center for Health and 
Unification of Korea   

ODA Center    

Severance Academy

Affiliated University Institutions 

Institute for Global Engagement and Empowerment (IGEE)

Steering Committee

1
Networking
Information

Center for Social Engagement

Ban Ki-moon Center for Sustainable Development

 

2
Collaborative
Engagement

3
Education &
Research

4
Transformative

Messaging

1. Training Servant Leaders

 Training students with global visions through Ban Ki-moon 
 Global Leader Mentoring Program 

 Social Engagement Academy

 Community mentoring programs

 SDGs education curriculum for students

 OT2(One Team, One Task) Program
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4. Increase Yonsei's Social Influence

Promoting awareness of social engagement  

Connecting faculty resources "Faculty Connect"
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2. Empowerment and Capacity Building

Creative innovators training program "Young Innovators"  

Connecting organizations "Innovation Network"
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3. Social Services

Yonsei Volunteer Corps

Interdisciplinary education for social problem-solving

Research on social problems "Solution Lab"
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Yonsei Institute for Global Health

1. Practice the identity and mission of the institute that began with medical missions 

2. Platform for missions, volunteering, and ODA in the healthcare field

 Medical Mission
Center

Center for Health and 
Unification of Korea

ODA Center Severance Academy 
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Institute-level medical missions
Short- and long-term medical 
missions
Human resources development 
of medical personnel abroad 
Bring serious patients to Korea;
 pay for treatment and travel 
expenses                     
Cooperation with medical 
support in the mission field

Capacity building in healthcare 
and medicine in preparation for 
Korean reunification 

Research and training on North
Korean healthcare and medicine

Systematic action for ODA

Expansion through action, eva-

luation, and reflection

Comprehensive and systematic
development and support of 
human resources 
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ㆍDirector 
Sohn, Myongsei 

Communicate information 
and ideas for international 
cooperation on the SDGs

Actions related to the 
SDGs 

Yonsei Climate Actions: 
Networking of human 
resources involved in 
climate change at Yonsei 
University and actions on 
research-related areas

ODA Projects: Develop 
projects concerning Impact 
Analysis, Healthcare, and 
Project Evaluation

World Sustainable 
Development Forum: 
Annual international forum 
on the SDGs
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Capacity building for the 
SDGs

Nurture human resources in 
developing countries 
through South Korea s 
experience in industrializa-
tion, democratization, and 
ODA engagement 
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Analyzing and networking 
data is the most 
fundamental process

Yonsei Social Resource 
Bank: Canvass past 
research, gain attention, 
and pool research & 
educators 

Yonsei Social Engagement 
Survey: Analysis of 
research and field activities, 
promotion of the center s 
activities, and creation of a 
base data cluster 
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